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By PETER HOLLEY, 
KRISTINE PHILLIPS AND 
WESLEY LOWERY 

The Washington Post 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — A gunman shot and 
killed at least 26 people and 
injured about 20 others Sunday 
inside a small community 
church in South Texas, and he 
was found dead several miles 
from the scene after fleeing, 
authorities said. 

The mass shooting happened 
during morning services at the 
First Baptist Church in Suther- 
land Springs, a small town more 
than 30 miles southeast of San 
Antonio, and it claimed the lives 
of people ranging in age from 5 
to 72, authorities said. 

Wilson County Sheriff Joe 
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Suspect who had been discharged from 
Air Force for bad conduct opens fire 
with assault rifle, is later found dead 


Tackitt said the shooter was 
identified by another law en- 
forcement source as Devin Kel- 
ley, 26, a resident of Comal 
County, Texas. 

Witnesses described the 
shooter as a man wearing all 
black clothing and a tactical vest. 
Neighbors said they heard loud 
bangs and even had bullets spray 
into their homes as the gunman 
released a barrage of gunfire 
that started outside the church 
and moved into it before noon. 

Kelley faced court-martial 
and was discharged from the Air 
Force for allegedly assaulting his 
wife and child, according to an 
Air Force spokeswoman. 

The spokeswoman, Ann Stef- 
anek, said Kelley was sentenced 
to 12 months’ confinement after 
a 2012 court-martial. He ulti- 


Two women comfort each other after Sunday’s shooting. “This is a 
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small town and nothing never happens here,’ one resident said. 


mately received a bad-conduct 
discharge and reduction in rank. 
She said Kelley served in Logis- 
tics Readiness at Holloman Air 
Force Base in New Mexico from 
2010 until his discharge. 


A U.S. official said investiga- 
tors were looking at social media 
posts Kelley may have made in 
the days before Sunday’s attack, 
including one that appeared to 
show an AR-15 style semiauto- 
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Law enforcement officials work Sunday at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. Officials said the suspect began firing outside and then entered the church. 


matic weapon. 

Neighbors said they heard in 
recent days intense gunfire com- 
ing from the direction of the 
address listed for Kelley. 

“At this moment in time, there 
are 26 lives that have been lost,’ 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said. 
“We don’t know if that number 
will rise or not; all we know is 
that’s too many and this will bea 
long, suffering mourning for 
those in pain.” 

After dark, Abbott joined a 
crowd of more than 100 on a 
grassy street corner within sight 
of the church for a prayer vigil. 

According to a statement 
from the Texas Department of 
Public Safety, officials were 
called to the church for reports 
of a gunman at 11:20 a.m. 

Officials said that the suspect 
began firing a Ruger assault rifle 
outside of the church and then 
entered the building as he con- 
tinued to fire. Authorities said as 


Turn to Shooting, Page 10 


President 
tees up 
trade talk 
in Japan 


Trump plays golf with 
prime minister, vaguely 
warns business execs 


By BRIAN BENNETT 
Washington Bureau 


TOKYO — President Donald 
Trump spent the first day of a 
five-nation Asia tour on Sunday 
feted with a gift, golf and fine 
dining by Japan’s prime minister, 
Shinzo Abe. He began day two on 
Monday by telling Japanese busi- 
ness leaders that Abe is “a terrific 
person,” then assailed them for 
years of unfair trade. 

The corporate titans, as well as 
Abe, are counting on the former — 
the prime minister’s personal 
courtship of Trump — to blunt the 
latter: any protectionist or retalia- 
tory measures by Trump to upset 
the U.S.-Japan trading relation- 
ship. 

A year after Trump’s unexpect- 
ed election, many global leaders 
have taken his measure and 
quickly learned to play to the 
norm-breaking American presi- 
dent’s self-regard in hopes of 
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President Donald Trump ad- 
dresses U.S. and Japanese busi- 
ness leaders on Monday. 


either advancing bilateral initia- 
tives or staving off Trump’s na- 
tionalist threats against their trade 
arrangements, or both. 

They believe they have figured 
out that Trump likes to be liked, 
and that he likes broad displays of 
affinity. 

Few have practiced the person- 
al diplomacy as intently as Abe. 

When the newly arrived 
Trump showed up on Sunday at 
the Kasumigaseki Country Club 
outside Tokyo to play golf, Abe 
surprised him with the sort of 
trucker caps Trump favors, in his 
preferred color — gold — and 
embroidered with a message bor- 
rowing from Trump’s signature 
slogan: “Donald & Shinzo, Make 
Alliance Even Greater.” 

In July, French President Em- 
manuel Macron unexpectedly in- 
vited Trump to Paris to join him 
for France’s massive Bastille Day 
parade. 

Saudi King Salman gave Trump 
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Getting Around 


Bus ridership in Chicago and 


throughout the country has 
been sinking. How do you get 
more people to ditch road- 
clogging cars and get back on 
the bus? 

How about more bus-only 


ng riders 


Buses are among the most efficient forms of public transit, but 
riders now are also choosing bike-sharing and ride-sharing options. 
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lanes, so buses don’t get stuck in 
traffic and crawl along like 
snails on a road paved with 
peanut butter? Or boarding at all 
doors, so there isn’t a blocklong 
line at the stop by the “L” sta- 
tion? Or more funding for better 
service? 

These are some of the sug- 
gestions in a new bus report 
from the Active Transportation 
Alliance, an advocacy group for 
transit, walking and biking. 


Change is needed to stop the 
passenger drain from getting 
worse, according to the report. 
“You get into a downward 
spiral where your revenue is 
down, your ridership is down 
and you have to reduce service 
— and that really reinforces the 
idea that the bus isn’t an option,” 
said Jon Orcutt, spokesman for 
the TransitCenter, a transit 
advocacy group based in New 
York that funded the report. 


It is important to make buses 
appealing because they are less 
expensive and better for the 
environment than cars, the 
report said. And improving bus 
service is cheaper and easier 
than adding more rail routes — 
the cost of expanding the Red 
Line from 95th Street to 130th 
Street is estimated at more than 
$2 billion. 


Turn to Wisniewski, Page 4 


Rockford police officer dies 
after traffic stop Chicagoland, Page 3 


Cloud looms as college hoops 
season begins Chicago Sports 


> Tom Skilling’s forecast High 44 Low37 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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